
35th National German Shepherd 
Championship Show &

 Restricted Obedience Trial 6/7/8April

The Medal Winners  
DOGS: 

A) Gold - Aimsway Abacus 
B) Silver -Unox Aducht

C) Bronze - Gigolo Elzmundungsraum
 

BITCHES:  
D) Gold- Aimsway Kooda Ta
E) Silver - Lashadas U Doll 

F) Bronze  - Ambala  All That Jazz

Obedience medal winners
G) Gold - Karlrach Solitary Man CD 

 - Michael Hughes  
H) Silver - TCH Vanharley Quadrille UD ADX JDX PT ET 

- Dawn Howard
 I) Bronze - OC Glenbala Comical Star  

- John Gryniewicz 
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J) Eric Herson with Adashad Stevie Nicks -  winner of the David O’Rourke Trophy
 for Best Dual Performance exhibit in show and trial
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Abacus &
Kooda Ta

Bitch Judge - Herr Rudiger Mai SV 
with Elke Effler GSDCA Interpreter

Dog Judge -Herr Richard Brauch SV
with Ingo Kahl
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AIMSWAY 
GOLD GOLD GOLD!

If we had to sum up the 35th GSDCA 
National sponsored by Pedigree PAL and 
hosted by the GSDL NSW at Erskine Park 
over Easter, just three words would suffice 
AimswAy Kennel Triumph because that 
is precisely what it was: Aimsway Kennel 
pulled off the Gold Medal double, the fourth 
father/daughter Gold Medal combination 
and won the Breeders Group. 

The GSDL‘s Organising Committee 
worked very hard to ensure that this GSDCA 
National ran smoothly and had a plan to 
cover every contingency. The Canteen 
Team headed by Melissa Varley excelled 
themselves in providing a daily variety of 
freshly cooked food. The Fish ‘n’ Chips on 
Good Friday were a big hit. Mike Edwards 
from SA assisted Barry Ratcliffe [Grafton] in 
cooking the BBQ breakfast.  Credit must be 
paid to Jo and Mike Edwards because they 
are always first line to offer a helping hand 
at the National or MBE no matter where it 
is held. Jo’s philosophy is ‘It’s one big Club, 
so you just bog in and help’. Rachel Phillips 
and her Marketing ladies also ran a busy 
tent; Ann Mackenzie, Show Secretary, true 
to form was totally unflappable and always 
affable no matter what stress and pressure 
surrounded her open-door office especially 
with regard to catalogues. Mel Groth was 
everywhere – handling in both rings, helping 
out in the Canteen, assisting John Hugo at 
the Opening Ceremony, judging the Junior 
Handlers Competition, and helping to set up 
the ring for the Closing ceremony. Those who 
saw Fay Stokes as the Secretary in the Bitch 
Ring could be forgiven if they thought that 
was the extent of her involvement until they 
saw her handing out the free Chicken and 
Champagne breakfast on Easter Sunday. Fay 
was the Social Convenor/Chief Fund Raiser 
and helped the Canteen crew each morning 
before heading into the ring.

As usual the traditional National meet ‘n’ 
greet after the Breed Survey on the Thursday 
was a great place for catching up with 
interstate and NZ friends. This year Anders 
Erikkson Mischalands Knl Sweden was the 
guest of Sean & Leanne Lynch, Fremont 
Knl Newcastle. In spite of the foreboding 
that the rise in freight charges would have 
a detrimental effect on entries, there were 
474 in Conformation and 52 in each of the 
Obedience trials, including over 30 entries 
from WA and at least 52 from SA. Kevin and 
Pat Eaves-Tennant [Karraine Knl] and several 
other Tasmanians crossed Bass Strait, Ann & 
Gary Hickey drove down from Townsville and 
Liz Kruger flew down from Rockhampton 
while Judith and Irene Hayton brought a 
trailer load down from Childers. 

Good Friday morning dawned clear 
minus the threatened showers and over 
night storm. 800 owners, exhibitors, herders 
and spectators gathered around the rings 
and the Clubhouse waiting for the two 
judges, Herr Richard Brauch SV and Rudiger 
Mai SV to make their way through the rose 
covered arches with their carved wooden 
signs that marked the entrance to each of 
the rings to begin their task of judging the 
best German Shepherds in Australia. After 
a brief introduction and welcome by the 
GSDL President, John Hugo, Rudiger Mai 
strode into the bitch ring and the catalogue 
call began for Baby Puppy Bitches.  He really 
worked the 36 babies. Mike Knapton [Heiko 

Knl] and Rex Curry were thrilled as they 
watched the littermates and housemates 
Heiko Cookie Monster and Lady Lucifer battle 
it out for podium placing. In the end Cookie 
Monster won and Lady Lucifer was placed 
4th on the pegs with Denargun Kwacker 
[Kwint Juerikstall] and Vonrauten Tina 
Arena [Scheer Jose Cuervo] separating them. 
The WA Baby boys certainly caught Richard 
Brauch’s eye as two of them were his first 
and second places. Of special interest is the 
1st placegetter, Bruvic Raconteur, a stunning 
son from Maltaknights Master Unox [ID1, 
OD4] and grandson of Unox [Silver Medal]; 
the lovely WA sable Friedental Colas Luke 
in second and Babenberg El Dorado [Gigolo 
Elzmundungsraum] third. In the Minor Bitch 
Class [35] the measuring stick was used on 
several puppies. The winning MPB was 
Astasia Holly [Iccara Xman] and for second 
and third place the Judge did a special run-
off before making his final decision- Andacht 
Zuzi[Igor Pallas Athene] MPB2 and Lashadas 
Amber[Iccara Undercover Agent] MPB3.  In 
his critique Rudiger Mai described Amber 
as being the best grey he has seen for a long 
time. He then went on to explain that he 
placed her third because he would have liked 
her a little firmer.  Ian & Julie Urie were rapt 
– a superb critique from the best GSD bitch 
judge in the world and, hey, who’s worried 
about a 7 months old  puppy being slightly 
loose due to lack of serious hard work.  
Amber comes from a Dam line that includes 
Bronacre Ramoth [Aust & Vic Siegerin] and 
a line of Aust Siegers and Siegerins; her 
Dam is Spellbinda Kelly’s Pride, daughter of 
another Vic Siegerin Spellbinda High Society. 
Seigen Vantage [Pino Drei Birkenzwinger], 
Denargun Vorpal Blade [D.Jabiru-Abacus son] 
and Andacht Apollon [Igor Pallas Athene] 
took the honours in MPD. Amber’s litter 
brother Ace of Hearts was MPD7.

During the lunch break there was a 
demonstration from the NSW Police Dog 
Squad which due to the politically correct 
situation in Australia  re Schutzhund lacked 
the zing and oomph of previous ones as the 
true function of a general purpose police dog 
could not be highlighted due to the recent 
ANKC ruling.

  In the Sporting Dog arena the Herding 
Trials judged by Jane Humphrey and 
Stephanie Gibson from WA were in full 
swing. Several Victorians, Dearne Jackson, 
Alexa McGauren and Dawn Howard brought 
up their dogs to compete in this historic 
trial- the first ever held in conjunction with 
a National - and Melissa Lloyd travelled over 
from Lewiston  SA with the first SA GSDs to 
do herding, Vondoussa Georgie Girl and her 
mum Grundelhardt Wild Witch.  Georgie and 
Alexa McGauren’s Aiesha Gypsy Ghost gained 
two  passes each  in Started A, with Alexa’s 
girl  being Best in Trial and Georgie scoring 
Reserve. Not to be outdone by her daughter, 
Wicca set to and was High in PT Trial.  

Pat Smith’s Bhuachaille Eaga Beava gained 
his PT title. The Herding trials were a great 
success and it is hoped that now the start has 
been made, this sport will feature regularly in 
the National schedule. Congratulations to Pat 
Smith and her hardworking sub-committee 
for a very successful Trial. David O’Rourke 
would have been very proud. Herding lasted 
all day and the Presentations were done 
under car headlights. These trials were a 
tribute to the generosity of the herding 
triallers and helpers who worked very hard 
from early morning to dusk changing courses 
and moving stock.

(below) Val Moody GSDCA Secretary with Bruce Knight, Police Commissioner Ken Moroney 
with  John Fenner being awarded the GSDCA Medallion for Outstanding Service to the Breed

(below) Vondoussa Georgie Girl herding

Two members of the GSD Demonstration Squad
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For Paul and Daphne Murray 
[Kuirau Knl Hunter Valley] 30 yrs 
of breeding and many times of 
being bridesmaid ended when 
Jedda Kuirau Oceana [Abacus] won 
the Junior Bitch ring. Jedda, a very 
beautiful bitch, has 6 generations 
of Kuirau dam lines behind her. 
Karmay Kokoda [Caprio] and the 
SA Vonpeta Dipstick [Gigolo] were 
JB2&3. It proved to be a great 
National for Jane Pike and Vonpeta 
Knl as V Taykall by Storm was OB 
Ex9 and V Avenue Tolder OB Ex19. 
In the Junior Dog ring Sannjessa 
Crusty Demon showed that he is a 
top producer with two of his sons, 
the magnificent  Iturna Noble Knight 
and Orrinshir Elton John coming 
JD1&2. Third place was another 
stunning WA sable Friedental Colas 
Zac. The Humphries were having a 
very good National.

Friday’s events closed with the 
President’s Dinner held at The Log 
Cabin in nearby Penrith. A great 
night was had by all and the food 
was superb.

The Sires’ Progeny Parade 
began with a very early morning 
assembly in the dog ring. As the 
current GSDCA President, Bruce 
Knight, is neither a Judge nor a 
Breed Surveyor, Louis Donald SV 
was invited to assist the National 
Breed Affairs Chairperson, Joylene 
Neddermeyer and Robyn Knuckey 
Judges Sub Committee Chair, with 
the assessment of 17 Sires Progeny 
Groups which were led by that of 
Aimsway Abacus.  The two German 
Judges watched ringside as Joylene 
made her very succinct comments/
observations based on what she and 
Louis had observed as to the merits 
and virtues of the various sires as 
seen in their progeny. 

Saturday’s programme was 
very full as besides the important 
Sire Progeny Parade which takes 
several hours, there was the Official 
Opening at 12 noon as well as the 
Puppy [12m 23 f] & Intermediate 
Classes [32m, 39f] to be judged and 
in the back rings the Pre-National 
Obedience Trial was being held. 
The Earwigs tent observed their 
annual theme day- this year it was 
a Western theme and many people 
smiled at their outrageous gear. 
‘Chief Beadle Bum’ looked vaguely 
familiar. Further down the line of 
Tents Vanessa Mulcahy and Tony & 
Danielle Byrne went Mexican for the 
day including eating Mexican food.

 Meanwhile in the ring Astasia 
Kennels were once again in first 
place with their Puppy bitch Astasia 
Grayce whose Sire A. Keeton is the 
repeat mating of Heiko current Aust 
Sieger. Once more a WA bitch claimed 
a place on the podium, Grandwest 
Harlem Rose [Yello Ybjahoeve] with 
the Caprio daughter Aldaina Udela 
third.  The Sannjessa Crusty Demon 
son, Willmaurs Cockney Bill was 
PD1, Rhosyn Street Kid [Gigolo] PD2, 
Eternbur The Enforcer [Gagarin] 
PD3.

Special guests at the Opening 
Ceremony were Rocky, the hero GSD 

who took 2 bullets in defence of his 
master, Manuel Da Silva, and the 
two Police Constables who rushed 
Rocky across Sydney to North 
Shore Veterinary Hospital where 
life-saving surgery was performed. 
After a minute’s silence in honour of 
Alan Christie a former editor of the 
National Review, who assed away the 
day before following a long battle 
with leukemia, the 35th National was 
opened by the NSW Commissioner of 
Police, Ken Moroney who presented 
Rocky with the special GSDCA 
Bravery Award and then presented 
Constable Duane Hodges and 
Leading Senior Constable Jacqueline 
Barclay with GSDCA Outstanding 
Service Awards. Many onlookers 
found this part of the ceremony 
quite moving. Commissioner 
Moroney in his address thanked 
the GSDL for encouraging owner/
breeders to donate dogs to the NSW 
Police Dog Squad and reminded his 
audience that Police Dog Titan was 
a GSDL pedigreed dog. John Fenner, 
GSDCA Webmaster, Judge, Senior 
Obedience Judge, Breed Surveyor, 
Breeder [Saarbachtal] and multi 
GSDA WA Committee member was 
awarded the GSDCA Medallion for 
Outstanding Service to the Breed.

After lunch the Intermediate 
rings commenced with the IB 
catalogue order.  At the Judge’s 
call-out Robyn Outen- Scott was 
transfixed when she saw that her 
homebred bitch Vada was leading 
the Class. It was a line-up of top 
quality of bitches and Rudiger Mai 
kept working them until his final 
placings were decided:  IB1 Hausosin 
Aintnosin [Troy Noriswand] 
another WA winner, IB2 Pallendon 
Klaudi [Quartz Danischen Hof], 
IB3  Denargun Makin Mojo [Fedor 
Magistrale].

Easter Sunday was very busy 
for besides the Gold Medal run-
offs in both rings there was also 
the National Obedience trial where 
competitors were hoping to make 
into the Winner of Winners as Gold, 
Silver and Bronze Medal contenders. 
The Champagne and Chicken 
breakfast was free. People began  
booking their spots around the dog 
and bitch rings so that  they could 
have a good view of the  judging. 
Rudiger Mai wasted no time with 
the class of 41 bitches and by 10.30 
am. had the Individuals finished and 
the call-out begun.  Many eyes were 
watching the black thunder clouds 
banking up in the northern sky and 
wondered whether or not we were 
in for a drenching. 

Proudly Aimsway Kooda Ta led 
the Open Bitch class into the ring 
and then the double-handling began 
in earnest as the Judge divided 
the class and worked his second 
group first.  It was interesting to 
observe how several bitches moved 
up through the ranks: Pendragan 
Xtreme went up 16 places from mid-
second group into the tail end of the 
first group and then eventually on to 
the pegs. Gary and Ann Hickey were 
pleased as they watched Briddie 

move up twelve places to the top of 
the second group into an Excellent 
grading. When the second group 
left the ring, there were only minor 
adjustments made to the placings 
on the pegs. Definitely the most 
exciting was watching Pendragan 
Xtreme make her way through the 
ranks to Ex10. The gradings were 37 
Excellent 4 Very Good. 

As for Kooda Ta [Abacus] 
this large strong powerful bitch 
earned her place in history as the 
Gold Medal winner: Silver Medal 
Lashadas U Doll [another WA succes 
s - Bruvic Bobby’s Basko – Ursus 
Batu]; Bronze Medal Ambala All that 
Jazz [Caprio] Bronze in 2005; OB4 7 
yrs old Denargun Spin Off [Browned 
Off], OB5 Sunhaze Intrigue 
[Caprio], OB6 Demtori I Believe [D 
The Executioner], OB7 Alderhaus 
Yani [Pino Drei Birkenzwinger], 
OB8 Iccara Vegas Showoff [Iwan], 
OB9 Vonpeta Taykall By Storm [V 
Questor – Iwan], OB10 Pendragan 
Xtreme [Justa Crusader].

During the lunch break the 
GSDL Demonstration Team put on a 
wonderful captivating display. Judy 
Connors and the team deserved 
the congratulatory applause from 
the huge crowd that had gathered 
around the dog ring in readiness for 
the Gold Medal run-off.

In the bitch ring Mel Groth did 
an excellent job judging the Junior 
Handlers Competition sponsored by 
Col & Shirley Ford [Takimbre Knl]. 
The 7-13 yrs section which attracted 
14 entrants [the largest number for 
years] was won by Francesco Pittelli 
[SA]. The youngsters did a great 
job handling their charges, some 
of which were quite lively. Glen 
Gregory’s little daughter was as big 
as her dog. 

However all these youngsters 
were very serious in handling their 
dogs and showed good control of the 
lead. There were only 4 competitors 
in 14-17 section – Sophie Woollard 
[WA], Joel Stewart [NSW], Josh 
Aarons [Vic] and a first timer Zoe 
Corkett [NSW] who did well against 
the 3 well-known established Junior 
Handlers. Her sister Erin was placed 
third in the Junior section. Josh 
Aarons won the Senior section. This 
Junior Handlers Competition is 
so important for the future of our 
breed and Col & Shirley Ford have 
done a great job over the years with 
their generous sponsorship of this 
particular competition.

NSW Commissioner of Police, Ken Moroney presenting 
the special GSDCA Bravery Award Rocky the hero GSD 

who took 2 bullets in defence of his master, Manuel Da Silva (and below), 
11yrs old ARGO who saved a baby from a burning house

Some of the Junior Handlers and
 winner of the 7-13 years class 

Francesco Pittelli
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The Obedience Winner of 
Winners was conducted just prior 
to the Open Dog run-off with Meg 
Yerbury and John Sissons doing the 
judging while Tikki Friezer called the 
heeling pattern. Five class winners 
competed for the Medals – Novice 
dog Babanga Amadeus [R Ingrey 
NSW], Novice bitch Adashad Stevie 
Nicks [E Herson WA], Open dog OC 
Glenbala Comical Star [J Gryniewicz 
ACT], Open Karlrach Solitary Man 
CD [M Hughes NSW] and UD bitch 
T Ch Vanharley Quadrille UD, ADX, 
JDX, HT ET [D Howard Vic] For 
the first time for many years Jane 
Wilmot and Iniff Excalibur were not 
in the run-off. Jane officially retired 
Toby after this year’s National. His 
Gold & Silver Medal achievements 
in the Trial ring are now part of the 
GSDCA National history. Only two 
Obedience Excellent Medallions 
were earned – Adashad Stevie Nicks 
who also won the David O’Rourke 
Shield and OC Glenbala Comical 
Star, also the Bronze Medal winner; 
Gold Medal - Karlrach Solitary Man, 
Silver TCh Vanharley Quadrille. For 
Dawn Howard the Silver Medal was 
very special because usually Dawn 
finds herself judging at Nationals 
not competing. This year she 
also competed successfully in the 
herding with Vixen in PT.  

Prior to this year’s National the 
rumour mill had gone into overdrive 
as to which dogs would be Medal 
winners so the atmosphere around 
this ring was electric. Looking at the 
class results the progeny of certain 
sires had done really well and many 
wondered how influential this 
would be in the final analysis. The 
Individuals were scrutinised by the 
multitude of ringside judges. Kwint 
Juerikstall, a young Dutch import 

resident in Victoria, won many 
fans with his effortless movement 
around the ring. The dog floated as 
he showed off his expansive reach 
and powerful drive but would it be 
enough? Gigolo Elzmundungsraum 
from Rhosyn Knl in SA had 10 
progeny on the pegs from Junior 
down.  Unox Aducht on the other 
hand had only four but one of these 
was the stunning Intermediate 
Dog Class winner, Master Unox 
who was also competing in Open 
Dog. Sannjessa Crusty Demon had 
made his mark in style with several 
Class winners. Aimsway Abacus was 
the sire of the Gold Medal bitch 
[also the 2005 Gold Medal bitch 
Bhuachaille Jazz Leader] and had 
another 10 progeny on the pegs and 
had presented a convincing progeny 
group.  Gagarin Bad Boll was another 
name being tossed around for high 
on the pegs and maybe another 
medal. 

His son, Ambala Latin Zeus, is a 
stunner who has the drives of his 
grandsire Tacko Felsen Grotte, Jeck 
Noricum son. Would the rumour 
mill prove correct?

Richard Brauch like his fellow 
Judge, Rudiger Mai, made only minor 
adjustments to his initial call out 
and there were stunned onlookers 
as they saw previous multi Show 
and Class winners near the tail end 
of the class. It must be said that both 
judges did not hand out gradings 
like confetti - the dogs earned them. 
Herr Brauch awarded 29 Excellent 
4 Very Good.  Aimsway Abacus 
was Gold, Unox Aducht Silver and 
Gigolo Elzmundungsraum Bronze. 
The Unox son was OD4, Kwint OD5 
Bronacre Eliminator [Stobar Peete] 
OD6, Scheer Jose Cuervo[Abacus] 
OD7, Manprince Hot Prospect[ 

Stobar Peete] OD8, Nujaclyn Latin 
Dancer [Zpartacus] OD9, Denargun 
Jabiru [Abacus] OD10. 

Both Judges looked for similar 
type - large, strong and substantial 
dogs that were not grossly oversize. 
It was interesting noting the 
influence of previous Gold Medal 
winners in the results particularly 
that of Ambala Caprio.

As soon as the Open Dog 
presentations were completed 
and the Show Specials done, and 
after the lap of honour accorded to 
Mischalands Calvin [Imp Swe] who 
was retiring from the Show ring, the 
Trophy presentation began and this 
year the GSDL broke with tradition 
and held it in the dog ring as is done 
in Germany at the Sieger Show and 
not in the Club house. Instead of a 
German brass band, John Hugo’s 
homeland took precedence and 
the skirl of the pipes rang through 
Erskine Park as all the Class winners 
took their place on the red carpet 
with the Medal winners standing 
on the Podium.  Traditional laurel 
wreaths were placed around the 
necks of the Medal winners and the 
prizes were handed out. Each Class 
in Show winner won a DVD player 
and the Challenge and Reserve 
Challenge winners were given a 
Silver and Gold Cutlery Service in 
a wooden case. Best in Show was 
Kooda Ta – she beat her dad who 
was named Runner-Up. 

Next year’s National will be held 
in Adelaide at West Beach on 2/3/4/
May 2008.  No doubt those Western 
Australians will plan on cleaning up 
again!
JeAnnie JohnsTon
ND/RL Editor’s note: articles and 
more photos on Herding will 
appear next month.

Tikki Friezer CCD & Novice Judge,
 Annie Tamblyn - [Steward] 

with competitors. 

Jenny Kenworthy, [GSDCA Treasurer]
Ring Steward Bitch Ring 

checking the Judge’s call-out order.

Our sincere thanks to the 
GSDCA 

and Vondoussa Kennels 
for their support 

of this feature

(below) Sires Progeny Parade
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